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HISTORY TIMELINE

ADOPTION IN AUSTRALIA
1880s to present

Article titled, “The Benevolent Society of NSW” reports refusal of admission in
the lying-in wards of “girls who have fallen more than once.” Nevertheless, they
are received on humanitarian grounds and found “situations at service with their
infants.”

Article consists in “A Report by the Treasury” reports:

- the problem of infanticide (baby farming, murder or desertion and abortion
due to “sexual vice or illegitimacy”);

- The observation is made that there is no maternal instinct in a woman until
she has nursed her child and that, consequently, few mothers think of
abandoning their children during the first week after birth;

- The circumstances of the unmarried are sternly against the awakening of
the maternal instinct, only knowing “pain, suffering, shame and despair”;

- We shall never properly punish child killing till we have sterner regard to
the guilt lying on the fathers”;

- A preference is made for Dr Youl’s Infant Asylum, “confined to women
who have fallen for the first time, in which mothers remain until the child
is weaned”, with the option of adoption, boarding out or government
industrial schools.

1894™

Article titled, “Increase in Poverty in Sydney” gives details of a report on the
increase of poverty presented to the Benevolent Society has noted that:

- there has been a large increase of relief of the Society to unmarried women
who have been treated in the maternity ward;
- this in not due to poverty, it is believed, but an increase in immorality;

“Nine-tenths of unmarried mothers come from the servant-girl class. Those of that
type are “invariably thriftless and of a low standard of intelligence.”

1894"

Article titled, “IMPROPER FEEDING OF INFANTS” reports:

“The city coroner, Dr. Youl, held inquests yesterday concerning the causes of
death of two infants...who died whilst boarded out with nurses The mothers of the
children were unmarried, and boarded the infants out at a weekly fee. In each case
the cause of death was inflammation of the bowels, due to unsuitable feeding, and
verdicts were returned by the juries accordingly.”

Article titled, “Religion without frills” is about the work of the Salvation
Army in Australia, reports that:

“The social work of the Army provides medical attention, nursing, and every
comfort for unfortunate girls in trouble, makes a point of finding missing " strays,"
and generally does more practical good in one week than fashionable religion




v X effects in a twelve month...The saddest fact is that many girls who fall, becoming
e hopeless and reckless, sink into lower depths of shame and increase the hordes of
prostitutes, whose abode is in the darkness and the houses of ill-fame.

This must not be! Why should a poor girl have a millstone of ostracism hung
round her neckband be cast into the sea of public disgrace, while the man, who is
Jar more to blame than she, deserts her, and is accepted into society without a
blush? The Salvation Army Maternity Home exists to prevent this. It serves a
twofold purpose -to shield and save the girl, and to hunt the man up and bring him
to justice. At the present there are ten Maternity Homes in the Commonwealth.”
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1905

Infant Life Protection Act passed

Article titled, “Boarded Babies” reports:

“Mrs. Alfred Deakin, the wife of the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, while
in England recently, contributed the following article under the above heading to
"Good Words," in which periodical it appeared on June 8: "My principal work in
Australia is amongst the destitute women and children slum-work it might be
called. I am president of the Sutherland Home (Victoria) Neglected Children
Society, and I think that we have as successful results as any I have heard of over
here. "My society interests itself primarily with fatherless children and their
mothers. We take the babies from birth and find-situations and work for the
mothers...In many cases I have 'used my influence to persuade the mothers to
marry and form their own homes, so that they can bring up their own children, and
often if they go up country to situations, they afterwards marry and send for their
babies.”

1910™ Article titled, “BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK?”

“Exception has been taken on many occasions to the use of the word "illegitimate"
as applied to children born out of wedlock. In consequence of representations
made to him the Minister of Home Affairs has authorised that the words "Nuptial"
and "Ex-nuptial" be substituted for "Legitimate" and "lllegitimate" in birth rate
statistics.”

Bill to make illegitimate children legitimate is negatived

Article reports that the National Council of Women recently suggested that a
conference of women’s associations be asked to meet to consider the question of
how a suitable home, and employment for at least twelve months, could be
provided for unmarried women and children.

Article titled, THE CASE OF THE NURSE — 15 Be 4 '
TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD” Wafem—"D.vz.)
reports: Spinster

“If I had my way, I should prevent all unmarried
women from being midwifery nurses. They have
hearts of stone, not having suffered they cannot
feel for others. Give me the good old motherly
nurses who look after the patients, not pay so
much attention to the doctors. In yesterday's paper a nurse says they want to save
the babies. Why not save the mothers of those sweet babies?”
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GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Article titled, “The State as Nurse” reports:

“All lying in homes throughout the State are registered under the Act...The State
as Foster-father' by knowing of all births in the lying in homes all birth and by
being kept advised of all children taken by the different foster mothers, the
Department is able to trace young lives and keep a paternal oversight on them. For
it too often happens the father of the illegitimate infant takes no interest in the
little life and a acknowledges no responsibility, and were it not for the fact that the
Department keeps every child under its guardian watch for the first three years of
its life, the mother would be left to bear the whole burden of her child’s
supervision, just as she has in the majority of cases to meet the cost of its care by
the foster-mother. Whenever the Department is advised of a Single woman being
an inmate of a lying-in home she is written to and advised if she has any intention
of seeking a foster-mother that she should communicate with the secretary of the
State Children's Department, by whom she will be given every assistance in
suitably placing her child.”

Article titled “Observations in the East” reports:
- an excellent maternity division for single girls in Adelaide, where both
mother and child are detained for six months or more;
- aproposal in Victoria to strengthen the legal power of adoption;
- In NSW, a country home for the protection of unmarried women and their
children, with a desire that mothers should remain with their children as
long as possible.

"' /‘\

A deputation representing the Council of the Churches waited upon the Federal
Prime Minister to protest against the payment of Maternity Bonus in cases where
it is known the child is illegitimate, the ground taken being incitement to
immorality.

1 9 1 2X111
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Article titled, “Pushing the Bill through” reports:

“Tue debate on the Second reading of the Maternity Allowance Bill was resumed
in the House of Representatives yesterday. Mr. Ozanno (Vic.) said the success of
the Commonwealth depended more on the natural increase of the population than
on immigration. The bill before them would help lo reduce infant mortality...He
believed in the payment to all mothers, whether married or unmarried.

1912XlV
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GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Article titled, “To the Editor: Maternity Bonus” reports:

“To me, the sincerity of these particular social reformers is questionable when
they protest against assistance being granted to helpless, friendless mothers. Do
they honestly think that the -withholding of a £5 bonus will assist in the
prevention of illegitimacy, or the granting of it, do "definite harm by encouraging
the evil," and so act as a' "premium for crime." I doubt it. Is motherhood, then, a
crime, and the women of Australia so prone to evil that they will willingly become
criminals for a bonus of £5P?”

1912%

Article titled, “The Maternity Grant: Should Unmarried Mothers Receive
it?” reports that:

- Presbyterian Assembly’s attitude that “while
sympathising with every effort of Christian
charity, whether by the State or otherwise, to
afford effective relief in their time of need to
unmarried women who become mothers, this
Assembly regards the proposal to give the same
legal recognition, countenance, and status to




motherhood out of wedlock as to motherhood within wedlock as dangerous

to morals, tending as it does to ignore the importance of marriage, which is

the foundation of the family and of the State.’
- The Rev. D. A. Cameron presents an amendment expressing satisfaction
with the Maternity Bill. This is defeated by 07 votes to 27. The Moderator
(Rev. Dr. Rentoul) moves an amendment, condemning the Maternity Bill
as "blind to" the true charity and succor, that wronged girlhood and
womanhood need, in that it is careless to any means of strengthening the
righteous hold the wronged ones have for maternity and maintenance upon
the men who have cruelly wronged them and violated the law, divine and
human. This amendment is lost by 47 votes to 27, and eventually Mr.
Rolland's motion is earned with the following addition:-"That" if the
amount be given to unmarried mothers it should not be given directly to
such mothers, but should be for their assistance by suitable agencies.”
Article titled, “Maternity Grant Bill: to the editor of the Mercury”
reports:
“The utter crudity of the proposed legislation, the heavy financial burden it
will impose on the community, the costs and probable abuses that will
attend its administration-these are enough in themselves to condemn it. But
the provision of the bill being intimate relationship to questions of morals
and eugenics, which are of the most transcendent importance, and to these
the present writer proposes in the main to confine his remarks.”

Maternity Allowance Act assented to; 7,000
claims paid after only two weeks.

The Maternity Allowance is ‘criticized in the
Eugenics Review on the grounds that it might

encourage ‘...the birth of mentally deficient and
unemployable of pauper stock.”™"

LIEE A TRiS
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Article relates that the Adelaide Rescue Society provides help for unmarried
mothers and their children.

Article titled, Saving the Babies: Children’s Protection Society” relates

That the society concerns itself not with orphans but situations in which the “tie of
parenthood still exists...it may be that the child has been unfortunate enough to
have come into the world with the stain of illegitimacy upon it. In cases such as

SO O these the Society comes to the aid of the mother, provided, always, that
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

circumstances render it impossible that she should rear the child in her own
home.”

1919™ The House resumed consideration in Committee of amendments made by the
12" September Legislative Assembly in the State Children Bill. A discussion ensued over the
retention or otherwise of clause 23, the first sub-section of which provided that the
homes of illegitimate children under six years of age should be liable to

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
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19201

under six years of age should be liable to
inspection. Mr. Dodd, speaking in favour of the
deletion, said that there was a tendency towards
the deification of State administrative officials.
Elderly spinsters were not always the most
sympathetic of persons towards a girl who had an
illegitimate child. He proposed that for some time
to come the policewomen would be elderly
spinsters, and the clause would give them the
right to going into any home where there was an illegitimate child and embarrass
the mother. That was wrong. Dr. Saw remarked that the mortality among
illegitimate children under twelve years age was appallingly high...He stated that
during the year ended June 30 last the department supervised 274 children under
three years of age placed out under licensed foster mothers. There were only four
deaths. Nearly all of the children were illegitimate, and the officers of the
department regarded the results of their supervision as very satisfactory. The
object of the clause was to give the same supervision in other cases, and
personally be believed it would have a good effect. He recognised, however, that
there was room for objection, especially when an illegitimate child was living with
its own mother. Mr. Cornell moved an amendment to strike out the word
"illegitimate," thus making the homes of all children under six years liable to
inspection, but the proposed amendment received no support.”

Article titled, “An Anniversary and an Appeal” reports:

“The first principle in the treatment of the girls is to encourage them to remain
with their infants for some months after the birth of the child, thus giving the
babies the attention which assures them a firm hold on life. At the end of this
period the girls have been guided into fresh paths of useful i@ I
occupation, and their self respect restored are ready to take B
up work again...Gifts of infantile clothing and donations to
the funds will be gratefully received by the matron of St Mary
Home and Refuge, Toowong”

1 9 2 OXXIII

The number of illegitimate births in the Commonwealth is 6602, made up as
follows: New South Wales, 2,582, Victoria, 1,902, Queensland, 1,033, South
Australia 450, West Australia, 317, Tasmania, JO3, Northern Territory, 15.

Amendment to the Infant Life Protection Act for the adoption of
children under ten means that prospective adoptive parents in
the State of Queensland now have to apply to the Child Welfare
Department

Article titled “Segregation of Mentally Unfit: The Problem of
Illegitimacy” reports:
- need to relieve the burdens of illegitimacy on innocent children;
- leniency and compassion should be shown to unmarried women
falling pregnant for the first time;
- women are hardest on the unfortunate.

11




Article titled “Foster Parents, State Children: Extraordinary Number of
Applicants”

“Last month all the cradles in the State hostels were full, and the applications for
adoption had dropped off to such an extent that the department, for the first time in
its history, advertised for persons willing to take and foster these infants. The

P/ result of this appeal was extraordinary. The department has ever since been

deluged with applications for babies, mostly, of course, from people not blessed
with families themselves; and at the moment the supply is far short of the
demand.”

1923 NSW Child Welfare Act passed
1923 SPEECH BY ARCHBISHOP KELLY GIVEN AT SYDNEY
12" November | ORPHANAGE

"There are 2000 illegitimate births every year in Sydney, and
God alone knows how many unborn infants are sacrificed in
Sydney and throughout New South Wales. The people of this
country are victims of corruption in politics and bigotry in religion. Catholic men
were good enough to provide fodder for cannon in time of war, but it is another
question when Catholics demand justice." He concludes: "Is a child born out of
wedlock any more illegal than the corruption in our politics, or the abortion so
frequently practiced?"

£
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1923 — 1924

2056 adoptions registered in Queensland

1 924XXV11

Article titled, “Posed as a Mother”
reports:

“An extraordinary case of a childless
woman who, after six years' married life,
wanted to pose as a mother, and was
supplied with a baby at a maternity
hospital, was heard by Mr. Justice Draper
in the Supreme Court to-day.”

-

1 9 2 4XXV111

Article titled, “Mothers’ Rights, Custody of Children: Deputation to
Minister” reports:

A deputation from the Feminist club in regarding the decision in the Emilie Polini
case (in which a mother lost custody of her child to the father of the child™™), put
forward the following recommendations:

1) That in the case of children of tender years the mother should be regarded as the
natural guardian unless the Court found against her such immorality as made her
care a danger to the children; and

(2) that in those cases where the mother had to earn her living, and in order to do
so had a bona fide reason to travel outside the State, the fact of her having to do so
should not operate to rob her of the right to her child."

12




Article titled, “Infants’ Home Ashfield” reports:

“For the past fifty years the home has received and cared for thousands of
unmarried mothers with their first child, giving the little ones a chance of tender
care, health, and happiness they could never otherwise have had, and the mothers

. oY y Shelter, counsel, training, with help and encouragement to start again in a useful
8 way.”
19257 Article titled, “State Children, Annual Report” reports:
,@ ¥ “The total expenditure was £100,496, and the revenue £7,000. Monetary
£ 93 assistance was rendered to a number of unmarried women with infants. The
“1]:9 department also assisted many mothers to obtain maintenance orders in some
[ er—emepoy cases without the attendance of the defendant at the Children's Court. There were
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 64 Children's Courts in operation, and at Perth alone 1,164 cases were heard, an
increase of 296 compared with the previous year.”
1926 Article titled, “Salvation Army Hospital: Opening of New Wing”

“Mrs. Whatmore, who presided, in speaking of the work of Bethesda, said ... Last
year 235 women were treated, and 211 babies born at the hospital. Many of the
mothers were young unmarried girls, and the institution helped them to recover
their happiness and self-respect. I cannot speak too highly of the officers and
staff. They have ever before them the higher motive, she concluded...There is no
more important branch of the work of the Government today than looking after the
mothers, said the Chief Secretary (Mr. Lazzarini), and in helping with this work,
and in giving back to young unfortunate girls their confidence in the world and
themselves, the Army is doing something which every decent citizen must
commend.”

Royal Commission on Child Endowment concludes, news article reporting:
that Child Endowment opposed by the Mothers’ Union and the
Benevolent Society. The Mothers’ Union “objected that the unmarried
mothers should be placed on equal terms with respectable married
women.”

Article titled, “The Unmarried Mother, Women’s Federation Discusses
Problems” reports:

“An illegitimate child became the ward of the State only if voluntarily given up by
the mother, or when the Children's Court ruled that such action was for the benefit
of the child. In South Australia the mother had not first to prove the paternity of
the child before payment would be made to her. This did not apply in any other
State. As the outcome of the address the following motion was passed. That the
conference affirms: -

(a) every child is entitled to normal physical, intellectual, and moral development,
it is the duty of the State to provide such possibilities for illegitimate children;

(b) in order to provide protection in time and in case of need, every fatherless
child and Its mother should be considered a ward of the State, even before the
child’s birth;

(c) every effort should be made to enable the unmarried mother to support and
keep her child under her own guardianship; and

(d) the father should provide for an illegitimate child as he would for a child born
in wedlock. It was agreed that child endowment should be a national
undertaking.”

13




1 927XXXV

Article titled, “For young wives and mothers, the problem of the adopted

28" August | child”
“The adoption of an orphan is more satisfactory than the adoption of a child who
Australian has either or both parents living. It is rare that the adoption of a child who has a
Women’s parent living is satisfactory in the long run to all three parties - the child, the
Weekly adopting parent, and the natural parent. This is specially true in cases where the
mother parts with her child because of financial difficulties.”
1927 Article titled, “Endowment Opposed by Mothers’ Union: Interference with

11" November

Home Life” reports:
- Royal Commission on Child Endowment concluded sittings in QLD today;
- Representative of the Mothers’ Union objected “that unmarried mothers
should be placed on equal forms with respectable married women...She
had also been in touch with eleven local associations, such as the Creche
and Kindergarten Associations, and the Benevolent Society, all of which
were against child endowment. She considered it much better to have

1 9 2 8XXXV11

community thrift. They did not want to see them spoon -fed.”
Evidence given before the Child i ;
Endowment Commission:
“Nearly 1,000 children had been legally

2 g ,,'T‘ <
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adopted by childless couple. The majority of ONB hl DUND 1:_\
this number had been dealt with within recent ,;xﬁ/ A besaks ettt é,@ \
years. The yearly average for past seven years Qﬁg COMM éyg‘w,;;;%gmm &@E

was 70. Last year 100 were put through the
Supreme Court. This constituted a record for the department, and the

estimated saving effected in future maintenance was £25.000. The
placing out of young children for adoption was considered a most important
function of the work of the department. It was believed that in this State more had
been done in this direction in proportion to the population than by any other
similar public authority in an part of the' world...Miss Rich, for the Feminist Club,
stated they wanted for married mothers the same right to their children as was at
present possessed by unmarried mothers.”

1 928XXXV111
7% November
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GOVERNMENT OF

Article titled, FOUNDLING HOSPITAL

“Because of the infantile paralysis epidemic the annual
demonstration was not held at the Broadmeadows Foundling
Hospital last year, but it will be held this year on Sunday,
November 13, when visitors will be able to see the babies care
for at the institution of the Sisters of St. Joseph. The Prime Minister (Mr. Lyons)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA and Dame Enid Lyons have accepted invitations to be present.”
1928 Article titled, Child Endowment, Health and Education: Officials give
evidence” relates evidence given before the Child Endowment Commission by

3" February

WA officials, including: ‘“Payments to widows and other women on whom
children were dependent were made through the Child Welfare Department.
Unmarried mothers were encouraged to nurse their infants and were assisted by
monetary relief, and affiliation orders were obtained for them by the department
when sufficient proof was available. The amount collected in Perth Children's
Court last year on behalf of unmarried mothers and others was £5,133. About 75
per cent, of this was for single women. A total of 805 children who were wards of
the department might be considered under the heading of 'institutions." The
classification and number at December 31 last for whom the Government paid
subsidy or maintenance was: Orphanages, 188 girls, 292- boys; industrial schools,

14




29 girls, 19 boys; special school for backward boys, 23.”

During the 1928 Royal Commission on Child
Endowment or Family Allowance, it was stated that
‘eugenic considerations...must be taken into account.
Allied to these concerns was a strain of Social
Darwinism expressed through the problems resulting
from ‘racial poisons’, i.e., venereal disease, TB,
prostitution, alcoholism and criminality, with plans to
be made for °...dealing with society’s racially
contaminated unfit and misfit.”*'

} An invitation to childless parents by the Child
— 20 QcthP?r I Welfare Depal'rtment to gpply to adopt a child as
{ o i an act “rendering a service to the State.”
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Article titled, “St Mary’s Home and Refuge” relates the history of the Home at
Toowong, including that, “No payment is required of the girls who are admitted to
the home, but after the birth of their children they are expected to remain for six
months in order that the babies may receive proper attention and a fair start in life

Bood there have been as many as 21 girls in the home at once. The finances of the home
L consist of a small regular income, a Government subsidy, donations from various
supporters.”
1929 Article titled, “Unmarried Mothers, Charge of Neglect Against Australia”
June reports:

“Some resentment was created by the statement of Miss Musson secretary of the
British Council for the Protection of Unmarried Mothers and Children, that
Australia was the plague spot of the Empire in this connection partly because
migration afforded opportunities for fathers to desert and evade their
responsibilities and partly because, notwithstanding her council's frequent
representations to Australian philanthropic organisations they were either too
cowardly or too apathetic to pursue defaulters.”

%0;’5;;?@' Bishop Complains - LACK MOTHERLY
4 CHARACTER Cannot Truly - Represent
v g Womanhood’s SACRIFICE ESSENTIAL?” reports:
- “It is one of the disadvantages of the admission of
- Women to political life on equal terms to men that
inevitably this representation of women falls into the
hands of unmarried, childless old maids who can never be the truest exponents of
woman's mind and character...I know of unmarried, childless women, said the
bishop, ‘who have shown wonderful affection and unselfishness to children. 'But
the fact remains that the natural experience of child-bearing, with all its sacrifices,
is an indispensable condition of motherly character.'! He thought it, therefore,
unfortunate that the representation of women in public office should so largely be
in he hands of those that did not possess that primary qualification.”

HowTo Be a | * Article titled, “Women Politicians Mainly Spinsters,
A
.,7:
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Article titled, “Babies for the Childless” is an advertisement from the WA State
Children’s Department (now Child Welfare Department):

“'Although unquestioned success has been attained by the department in arranging
adoptions, there are still a number of babies and young children on the books,
available to fill a breach in childless homes...In order to enlighten such

people as to the procedure, the department is compiling a booklet

“| which will shortly be available to those contemplating legal adoption.

The booklet will contain articles which may prove of interest to those who are
with out a child in the home. Until it is avail able, any person desiring information
on the subject will be welcomed at the department's offices.”

1930
November

Article titled, “Maternal welfare work of Adelaide Rescue Society”

“The report which was presented at the 45th annual meeting of the Adelaide
Rescue Society yesterday emphasised the low incidence of mortality in unmarried
mothers and their children, as compared with that spoken of as existing in England
by Dame Janet Campbell during her visit last year, at the invitation of the
Commonwealth Government, to investigate problems of maternal welfare in
Australia.”

Article titled, “Care of Unmarried Mothers Work of Walkerville Home”
"Formerly all Christians thought it their duty to brand the woman as a vagabond,
and to treat the unmarried mother and her child as outcasts, stated Mrs. Carlile
McDonnell, speaking at the fiftieth annual meeting of the House of Mercy and
Retreat for Women at Waifcerville yesterday. The Bishop of Adelaide (Dr.
Thomas) presided. Today, said Mrs. McDonnell, people adopted a more Christian-
like attitude towards the woman. Instead of helping to
push her down further, they helped her to regain her
status...She commended the rule of the home to keep
the unmarried mother with her baby for 12 months, so
that she would cultivate a love for it.”

1 932xlv111
4™ March
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GOVERNMENT OF

Article titled, “Woman’s Interests, Alexandra Home” reports:

“But only those suffering from the consequences of a first mistake are taken
in...where girls who must go out into the world to earn a living after remaining for
the necessary period, which sometimes is a year or more, may live and still keep
their babies...it has not been found difficult for girls from the Alexandra Home to
find employment, and in the majority of cases, there is a strong desire for

WESTERN AUSTRALIA permanent contact with children.”
1932 Article titled, “Adoption of Children, A Simple Procedure”
CRWNIECIIE - An important function of the Child Welfare

Department is to promote and arrange legal adoptions

. During the past few years 1,300 children have \
been so adopted.”

1933!
16™ March

Article titled, “For Women: Infants’ Home meeting at Government House"
“The Infant’s Home in Ashfield is in need of funds...the Government had always
been generous...The Home cared for unmarried mothers. The committee did not
encourage a mother to part with her child. Deserted wives and widows, the

16




children of deserted husbands, and foundlings were also cared for...it engaged in
the work which would otherwise fall to the Government and received annual 750
pound subsidy, but it would cost the Government a great deal more than this to
conduct a similar institution.”

Article titled, “Mothercraft Homes, Queensland’s Growing
Need”

“But after leaving the home mother and child are both in a better
position to face the difficulties ahead for which the baby clinics
and visitations cater.”

Article titled, “Woman’s Interest: Adopted
17" November Kol ili %S %

“Babies available for adoption are advertised
periodically by the Child Welfare
Department...In most cases a blood test assures
the intending parents, of a healthy, normal child.
Beautiful babies come under departmental

| control. Many years' experience have convinced
"| officers and doctors that environment is the big
factor in character-building, and that an adopted
baby in good and happy surroundings is sure to be a success.”

LIKE A TREG
CUCEMCS DRRVS ITS MATCRIELG FROM MALY SOMRCES WD ORCEN:
TREH MTO AD hAFMOMOUS ENTITY.

1933" Article titled, “Adopted Children, Foster Parents Prefer Girls”

“Usually the babies advertise themselves,' said the secretary of the Child Welfare
Department (Mr. H. Brodribb). The adoption of a fine, healthy child, by one
person often starts a demand for children from this department. Foster parents of
ten take days to decide upon a baby. Frequently they specify the colour of the eyes
| and hair of the child they are looking for and we do our best to adhere to the

"| specification.”

Article titled, “FATE OF CHILD BORN OUT OF WEDLOCK: Return
18" April From Foster Parents To Mother Ordered, SYDNEY, April 17” reports:

SO NOVIOR “On an application to the Supreme Court today for a writ of habeas
C.OU.RT corpus, Mr. Acting Justice Markell made an order for the return by the foster
App!lcatlon for parents to its mother of a 16-months old girl, which was born In Warwick,
B LR ELERN () censland, on December 3. 1932, at a time when the mother was unmarried. The
LV ERLLEEE AN Child was received by the foster parents 17 days after its birth, and has since been
in their custody. In his judgment, Mr. Acting Justice Markell said he felt sorry for
the foster parents who through no fault of their own were to be deprived of the
child to whom they had become greatly attached. However, the law, as he

understood it, left no alternative.”

1934" Article titled, “Babies — World’s Greatest
7™ July Problem Today” reports:
“Huxley states that social reformers who, in the
The Australian | cause of helping humanity, have taken increased
Women’s care with the upbringing of infants, causing a
Weekly decline in infant mortality, have in reality

hindered social progress. This is because, he says,
the infants whose lives are saved are weaklings
who would be better dead. From their ranks are, to
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a great extent, recruited mentally defective individuals, who subsequently became
a grave social problem.”

N eVEe O
7oN

Article titled, “White Octoroon Children: Offers for Adoption”

“Offers of Adoption Canberra...Inspector of the Department of the Interior are
visiting homes in Melbourne and Adelaide today following offers to adopt some
of the 100 white octoroon children who are inmates of the half-caste homes at
Alice Springs and Darwin.”

1935Nu
1** January

Article titled, “Leading Women of the Year — their Achievements in many
Spheres” reports:

“In the majority of instances it will be found that women occupying prominent
public positions are not doing so to the exclusion of their home ties. Generally
they have few, if any, home responsibilities— they are perhaps childless or
unmarried or mothers of grown up families no longer in need of their constant
care and attention.”

1935Nm

Article titled, “Maternity Grant: Women Pressed to Sign Orders” “That
expectant mothers had been forced by Melbourne public hospitals into signing
over their maternity allowance was a complaint made by Mr Blackburn (Federal
Labour, Vic) and the Opposition leader, on the adjournment of the House of
Representatives today....all hospitals should be informed that it is illegal...”

Article titles, “UNMARRIED MOTHERS Nazis
Demand Respect for Them” reports: “new attitude
towards unwed mothers...enabling them to feel the social
equals of unmarried wives.”

War propaganda: There is a spate of articles around this
time, which are available at Trove, dealing with
Aryanism and the Nazis’ attitude toward unmarried
wives.

LD Adoption Act is passed 9w
Q P P Y £
- 220 adoptions in QLD in 1936 .

- 852 adoptions in QLD in 1945
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1936™
7th

December

Article titled, “Methodist Babies’ Home”
“Since the Home began seven years ago, 410 babies
have entered and 392 have been adopted.”

Article titled “Parents at Sixteen”
First maintenance case transferred to the Children’s Court

St Margaret’s Maternity Home in Darlinghurst, established
and taken over by the Sisters of St Joseph as a refuge for
unmarried, expectant mothers.

19370
2™ March

Article titled, “Concerning one thing and another” reports:
“The number of married women who prefer the office to the home is, after all, not

very great, and comparatively few men are displaced in this way. The chief
trouble lies in the employment of so many thousands of unmarried

young women. This is a phenomenon of the post-war world. It began with the
war, when it was necessary to replace the young men who had volunteered for
active service; and it continued because the women showed no desire to return to
what they regarded as the humdrum existence of a stay-at-home. It was
"emancipation," and they enjoyed it...Of course, a system of equal pay for equal
work (which has been talked about for years) would help to solve the difficulty to
some extent; but what would then happen to thousands of young women who only
go to work because of sheer necessity? It would be a case of remedying one
injustice by creating another.”

1 93 7lx111
2" November

Q.5

A

Article titled, “DOCTORS AND MOTHERHOOD”

“Sir, — Your correspondent, 'Justice,' is indisputably correct in his statement that
protests by politicians, clergy, and medical men over the effect of illegal
operations is useless without stemming the 'cause.' He is equally just when he
presses for the endowment of motherhood, whether married or unmarried. If his
claims for the latter are not in order then children of unmarried mothers are not
wanted in the world. How many stones are hurled with unerring accuracy at the
girl who falls by an amazing number of sons who are apparently without sin? But
the most serious injustice of all is the infliction of the enormous handicap which is
placed on the illegitimate child from the commencement of its life. Perhaps our
politicians, clergymen, and doctors could set about removing the handicaps that
make life an infliction on the child born out of wedlock. If this were done then the
excuse of not wishing to bring a child into the world with the curse of society on
its head could not be offered for these operations. Let our learned men endow
motherhood to the fullest, married or unmarried, and evolve a scheme for
removing all the present handicaps to an illegitimate child's future and abortion
would be regarded definitely as murderous and vile and be abhorred generally as
such.”
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1 93 71X1V
22" September

Article titled, “Infants’ Home, Annual Meeting, Building for
Future” reports:

“Much good is also being done for the unfortunate unmarried
mothers who come to the home...We must make young people
realize the sanctity of marriage.”

Ay L

1937
2nd

December

Article titled, Birth Rate Decline, “Danger to the
Nation” relates:

“Asserting that the declining birth rate was
endangering not only the countries of the British
Empire but all civilised countries in the world the new
member for Lilley (Q) Mr Jolly (UAP) in moving the
adoption of the Address in Reply to the House of
Representatives today urged the Federal Ministry to
extend its maternal and infant welfare work. He said
that population was Australia's vital need. The
Commonwealth could not expect to receive large numbers of migrants from the
British Isles where the birth rate was also declining seriously.”

19371XV1
Australian Article about Hollywood stars who have adopted babies
Women’s
Weekly
1938™"0 Article titled, “Adoption of Baby Girls: Demand Exceeds Supply” reports:
March - Baby found in Catholic church in Burwood, returned from Scarba House to

%]
*»

St Anthony’s Home for Infants;
- Matron of St Anthony’s confirms the Home has a long list of those waiting
to adopt baby girls; the demand, she said, “exceeded the supply.”

1 9 8 Vlll
22 July
$. O
la'}

- “1'9-\ -

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Article titled, “Woman’s Realm: Unmarried Mothers: Society’s Changed
Attitude”

“When the House of Mercy (the fore runner of the Alexandra Home for Women)
was established in the nineties there was considerable opposition, public feeling
being that unmarried girls approaching motherhood had only themselves to blame
and deserved no help from society, stated Dr. Roberta Jull, speaking at the annual
meeting of the home yesterday. "There is now," added Dr. Jull, "a more kindly and
more Christian feeling towards these girls and it is generally felt that they should
be assisted to take their places in the community as self-respecting citizens. This
work was being done very satisfactorily by the home."
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1107 adoptions registered in NSW

Blood Test for Paternity

Amendment to Child Welfare Bill to provide for blood tests to ascertain paternity
in affiliation orders.

NSW Child Welfare Act introduced

Article titled, “Adoption Association: Demand for Children Exceeds the
Supply” reports: “The National Children Adoption Association sends children to
various parts of the British Empire including Australians...The demand for these
children exceeds the supply — and girls are preferred, being regarded as more
companionable in later life than boys.”

1939
28" December

PM Menzies states, “the Federal Government had not considered the question of
allowances to “unmarried wives” of soldiers...it is likely that it will not be given
early consideration Australia.”

’I We are no longer concerned with antiquated and

Article in The West Australian, titled, “Illegitimate Children: Hess States
Nazi Policy”

“The Deputy Leader of the Nazi Party (Herr Hess) has declared his willingness to
become the godfather of all illegitimate German children whose fathers are killed
in the war. He made this declaration in a letter to the mother of an illegitimate
child whose father was killed in Poland. The letter, which has been published
prominently in all German newspapers, proceeds:

man-made traditions, principles and morality.
Germany today needs robust, healthy children
who will be prepared to take the place of the men
we are now losing. The birth of a child is a true
symbol of Christmas. Therefore, we extend our
protection to all children who need it. Childbirth
is the fulfillment of a woman's life and Germany needs children.”
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194011 Article titled, “The Counsellor” says there is
29" June wisdom in adopting children”

“The step has been happy in that the normal
instincts of 'mother' and 'father' were satisfied and
that the children were brought up in the security
and affection of a complete home... It is best to
seek a baby who has lot yet reached the s S MO
toddling stage—better still, in the first six pra g T L i
months of its life — and to make as certain as

may be that it comes of healthy stock. A thorough medical examination of the
child and a blood test should be an invariable preliminary to adoption. Both the
'parents' should see the child and make sure that it appeals to them.”

LIKE A TREE

TRGH MTO RD hRFMOMOUS ENTITY.

1940™
29" April

Article titled, “Birth Rate Decline”

“Details of Australia's rapidly declining birthrate are given in figures
released by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson)
yesterday. The natural increase per 1000 of population in 1921 was
15.1 per cent. This had fallen to 7.1 in 1935 and in 1938 was 7.8.”

Crown Street Almoners Department established

1940s

1,164 registered adoptions in NSW

Catholic Family Welfare Bureau, established to provide
marriage counseling and children’s services

1940™"! Article titled “Need for Babies’ Home in the North”
28" “At the Home of Mercy a certain number of girls are taken for training in
November mothercraft, and in some instances the mothers are allowed to stay with their

L

1941

1941 Ixxvil
June

babies for a time.”

St Anne’s Home of compassion for children opens

Child Welfare Act 1941 No 11 (Commonwealth Agreement
Ratification) for the maintenance of children handed over by
officers of the ACT and Territory of Norfolk to other states.
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Article titled, “Fewer foundlings for adoption”

The reason proposed for fewer babies being available for adoption is
that their mothers have found employment in war industries. Berry St
foundling home receives 200 applications for one baby. Female babies in demand
as companion for adopting parents. Foundling homes have a waiting list for baby
girls.

Article titled, “Adoption laws move toward uniformity” relating that a new
Bill will “provide for reciprocity between the Commonwealth Government
regarding Federal territories and other States and Queensland in the adoption of
children. At present the adoption of children in Queensland had no effect outside
the State. The Federal Government had raised the question last year as regards
children born in the Northern Territory. A child adopted in one State took the
name of the adopted parents under the law of that State, but when the parents
moved to another State the original name of the child became the legal
name...The demand for adopted children here was so great that the authorities had
difficulty in finding suitable children to meet the demand. Queensland was
proposing to other States that the whole question of adoption should be handed
over to the Commonwealth for uniformity.”

::!’g é K

Child Welfare Act 1941 No 11
Commonwealth Agreement Ratification Act for the maintenance of children
handed over by officers of the ACT and Territory of Norfolk to State

7oN
1 94 1 Ixxx1

December

1 94 1 XXX111
13" December

Australian
Women’s
Weekly

Article relates a
trend of
prospective
adoptive
mothers faking

Article titled, “Other States not Moving on Adoption Laws” reports that States
other than Queensland are not adopting complementary legislation to insure that a
child’s adoption has force in other States.

Brisbane City Mission calls for married, Australian
citizens prepared to adopt a child regardless of its sex,
adding that the baby will be healthy.

Article titled, “Adoptions help cure war heartaches” reports:

“Guarded secrets...sometimes the little stranger atones for the heartache
occasioned by the loss of a mother's own baby. And, in the majority of such cases,
parents are at some little pains to keep the
adoption a strictly guarded secret. Six days ago
a mother entered Crown Street Hospital, in

Sydney, for the fourth time. Three times she
had been bitterly disappointed. This time her
hopes were high fW\ " but, whatever the outcome,
she and her {#" husband had determined that
the lovingly planned nursery at home

should not be left vacant this time. Her own
baby, born prematurely, lived only a matter of hours. Immediately the father was
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pregnancy and
confinement in
order to guard
the adoption as a
secret.

(see further
examples of
such disturbed
behaviours, in

told he adopted a three-days-old baby, took mother and child to a private hospital.
In a week's time, a proud mother will take home the babe she is nursing herself
and not even her closest friends will know that the stork in this case was the Child
Welfare Department. There are other cases on record in which a patient has
booked a private room at the hospital; for months before she has observed
appearances, and eventually spent a fortnight with the newly adopted infant, to
return home in triumph. Friends call in the usual way, bringing gifts and flowers,
and the pseudo-patient greets them from her bed though she has been strolling
about the room a minute before and smiles her happiness from her "sick-bed."

blue folder) There have been instances in which parents, having relinquished all hope of
having children of their own, adopt a child. Then, some years later, find they are to
greet their own baby after all supply does not meet demand and a greater demand
for girls than boys.”
19417 Article titled, “Uniform Law of Adoption of Child

InYa)

5

Abortion as a

Planned” reports:

“The Government had agreed to ex change
notifications of adoption with the Commonwealth
and to endeavour to secure the same reciprocity
between the States, and also to submit to the other
States the possibility of a uniform adoption law N
throughout the Commonwealth... In Queensland the authorities had- great
difficulty in finding suit able children to meet the demand for adoption. ' Childless
women went to great lengths to conceal the fact that they could not bear children.

cause of Often they would go to another State to adopt a young child, failing to realise that,
childless on their return, the adoption had no force in law. "We are proposing to the other
marriages States that the whole question of adoption should be handed over to the

Commonwealth for a Uniform adoption law.' said Mr. Hanlon.... Some cases of
childlessness were due to malpractices and the Government was trying to reduce
this number...Abortion, after all, was to a great extent a social problem. It was
most difficult to stamp out by law.”

19425 Article titled, “Weaning of babies too soon - Women In Industry”

“Agreement with the statement of Dr. Vera Scantlebury Brown at the' Parent
National Educational Union on Wednesday, that young mothers were weaning
their babies too soon and entering war industries, was expressed by the Minister
for Aircraft Production (Senator Cameron): today. Senator Cameron thought that
unmarried women and women without children should go into war industries in
preference to young mothers with babies. He had the best of reasons for believing
there were many thousands of unmarried women and mothers without children
who were not engaged in war production of any kind. This should not be tolerated
in times of war.”

19421xxxv1
9" September

Article titled, “Place for Mothers Home not Factories”

“Women were of more value to the nation as mothers than as factory workers, said
the President of the Victorian Federation of Mothers' Clubs (Mrs. F. R. Quinton)
at a conference of the federation to-day. Mrs. Quinton said 80,000 women would
be wanted for war work by the end of the year. They should be taken from
750,000 unmarried women in Australia between 15 and 45. Homes were being
neglected because many mothers with young children were voluntarily entering
war work.”

- pogphevit
10™ October

Article titled, “Officials to Discourage Mothers Taking National Jobs”
“Of the 80,000 women who must volunteer in the next few months, 40,000 were
required to replace men who would then be placed in the services or vital war
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industries. It was essential, therefore, that enrolment of women at national service
offices should proceed on steady, continuous lines, in order to prevent dislocation
as much as possible. Women were required or work in factories, in auxiliaries, in
the Australian Women's Land Army, in transport, and to replace men in offices.
There was a place for every woman who wanted to help her country.”

19 42 XXXV111
170
October

Article titled, “Points from Letters”

“At the Feminist Club, Mrs. H. P. Bennett is HowToBe a |
reported to have said, when speaking against the

Spinster

recent Widows Pension Bill, that it appears that
hard-working spinsters were to be taxed in order
to support the children of unmarried mothers. I
would like to ask Mrs. Bennett does she object
to the children of unmarried women laying
down their lives in the defence of spinsters and
their property? (Willoughby. Mrs. M. HUGHES).”

19421xxx1x
December

Article titled, “ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN”

“Sir: I protest against the attitude of 22 members of the Legislative Assembly in
voting against the amendment to include in the Miners' Pensions Bill unfortunate
children born out of wedlock. The attitude of Mrs Weber makes me feel ashamed

to be a member of the same sex. All honour to the 13 members who voted in the
minority. -B. D.I CRISFIELD (Dandenong).”

“The 22 members who voted against pensions for children born out of wedlock are
to be commended. It is against the sanctity of the marriage tie and would
encourage the breaking of God’s law.”

1942*
12" December

Article titled, “WORKING MOTHERS - OFFICIAL
LAY DISCOURAGEMENT”

@ “Unless domestic conditions require that a married woman with a
family must seek gainful employment, National Service officers
will discourage her from applying for work which necessitates her
absence from home. Announcing this the Director General of
Man-power (Mr. W. C. Wurth) said at the same time every
Australian woman has the privilege of volunteering for a place
among the 80,000 women who are urgently required for war work. It will be the
policy of the Directorate to place them as far as practicable in groups similar to
those operating in military call-ups--unmarried women first, married
women without children next, and, finally, married women with

children. He said he had every confidence that the ranks' would be filled in the
main by younger unmarried women.”
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1942*!
12
December

Nt A (B X g
A & 3 7%y

Report reveal there are in excess of 90,000
endowed children in the Commonwealth,
representing an annual liability of 11,828,011
pounds.

1942XC111
15" December

Article titled, “Illegitimate Children”

“There are 150 babies up to 18 months old at a foundling home
in Victoria who have never seen a blade of grass, yet there are
thousands of good women hungering for motherhood. Some of
these children are superior to many of those born in wedlock.”

1943%Y Article titled, “Woman’s Realm: Alexandra Home”
23" July “Forty-eight babies had been cared for at the home during the
year, and 52 girls and 42 babies had been discharged.”
- -‘L:r A Suiw
GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALL
1943*" Article titled, “Many Wartime Homes Are Waiting to Adopt Babies”

“Contrary to the general idea, Miss Cocks said that many unmarried
mothers whose babies are cared for at the home, do not wish their

babies to be adopted. Of the 54 babies born out of wedlock and cared for by
Miss Cocks last year only 30 were given up. In more than one case married
couples wishing to provide a home for a baby have taken the mother as well.”

Article titled, “Clinics for the Childless boost birthrates”
Adoption promoted as a fertility cure.

Article titled, “Girls most sought for Adoption” reports:

“Nearly 200 families in South Australia were waiting to adopt children, Miss
Bampton, senior inspector of the foster mothers' branch of the Children's Welfare
Department, told me this week. Most of the babies go to their new homes when
aged about two weeks. Last year 245 children under seven were adopted and 52
over seven. BABY girls are in big demand. 'Men always like little girls,' Miss?
Bampton said...”

19 4 4XCV111
January

N
<7
e'f

Western Australian newspaper article
titled “Shortage of Babies” reports:
Over 100 people in this State are waiting
to adopt babies, but there are not enough
babies available. At the end of December,
there were 87 couples on the waiting list
and there have been 34 new applications
\Y so far this year. The secretary of the Child
Welfare Department (Mr F.E. Meachem)
said yesterday that an overwhelming
majority of the applicants were young
married couples who had been married for a few years and who could not have
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children. Others were couples with one child who wanted a companion for it, and
could not have another of their own. Most babies are adopted when they are about
three weeks old, and are usually illegitimate children born in metropolitan
hospitals, and whose mothers either cannot or do not want to look after them.
Most of the mothers were young, usually between 17 and 21 years, but there was
no apparent increase in the number of illegitimate babies. During the financial
year, which ended last June, 123 babies were legally adopted, Mr Meachem said,
and during the last six months there were another 70 legal adoptions. There was a
marked preference for girl babies, but there was no difficulty in placing the boys.
Couples might have to wait from six to nine months for a girl, however, but could
probably get a boy within three or six months. Those who wanted older children
might have to wait for a longer period. Generally speaking, Mr
Meachem...estimated conservatively that 90% per cent of all adoptions in the
State were arranged through the Child Welfare Department.

Article titled, “More Boys Born Out of Wedlock In Queensland”

“The apparent in crease in the numbers of illegitimate boy babies is
providing a problem for the Queensland State Children’s department which
has to find homes for them. There are now so many little boys awaiting
adoption that the department has had to advertise. The department's
director (Mr. W. Smith) said today:— '"There seems to be a preponderance
of boys being born, at least, as far as illegitimate births are concerned. The
proportion is about nine to one. 'We have had nine little boys to find homes
for in the past 10 days, yet 30 people are on the waiting list for girls. 'We
usually find people want to adopt girls in preference to boys. Some say that
a boy grows up and leaves home, but a girl will stay and be a help to the
woman of the house.”

Article titled, “The Counsellor says...Claims of Baby First Concern”

“All the provision that is made for the unmarried service girl who has a baby, in
no way detracts from what is done for the service man's wife who has a baby.
There is a tendency on the part of some to begrudge any kindly help given to the
mothers of babies born out of wedlock, but such people would do well to consider
the fact according to statistics, approximately 40 per cent of all first babies born in
Queensland are conceived out of wedlock.”

Article titled, “The Counselor urges...Equal rights to every mother”

“It is only stirring up a large and insistent body of public opinion on these matters
that governments will be induced to take more effective action in ameliorating the
lot of all mothers (married or unmarried), and providing the best conditions for all
little children — whether legitimate or illegitimate — in these difficult years of war.”

Article titled, “Australia’s Population Quest: Falling Birthrates, War Losses,
Reduce Europe’s Potential Migrants: Bold and Positive Policy Wanted”
“Generally, populations were still increasing but the proportion capable of
parenting was falling.”
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1944
29" August

Article titled, “Adoption of Children in
Wartime”

“Reports from overseas and the opinions of
child welfare officers here seem to indicate an
almost world-wide desire just now to adopt
children. Most foundling homes have had in
the past long waiting lists of “parents’
wanting to adopt...In these days there are few
risks in adopting a child, for family histories U b N > S
are investigated, blood tests are made to o' e
ensure that babies have no hereditary diseases, and special tests in standards of
behaviour are given to ensure that they are of normal intelligence.”

1944°Y Article titled, “Baby Girls in Demand”
30™ August “Baby girls available for adoption in Melbourne are at a premium. One foundling
home refuses to register would-be parents unless they are prepared to take a baby
boy.”
1944 Article titled, “Children for the State: Nazis fostered

14™ September

illegitimacy”

“Conclusive proof that Hitler encouraged
German troops and young women to produce
illegitimate children in the interests of the
German State is seen in the discovery near Liege of a
special maternity institution which provided pre-natal and after-care for unmarried
mothers. Young women, the majority of whom did not see the fathers after the
birth of their children, were sent to Germany with their babies. There they became
the charge of the German State, which proceeded to bring up the children in the
Nazi tradition.”

1944
gth
December

19441
9" December

Article titled, “Unmarried Mothers: Plea for consideration”
Regarding: Report to the National Health and Medical Research Council by Miss
Constance Duncan of the Commonwealth Health Department. Miss Duncan urges
the Government to protect the illegitimate child and prevent the mother from
becoming dissolute. She says, “All authorities are agreed that it is beneficial from
the baby’s point of view that the mother should keep her child, but to ensure the
rehabilitation of the girl, it is essential that she assumes responsibility for her baby.
Miss Constance recommends that:

- amaintenance allowance be established for the first year of a child’s life;

- that hostels where women could live with their children be set up.

Article titled, “SPECIAL HOSTELS - Help for Unmarried Mothers” reports:
“A maintenance allowance for unmarried mothers for about the first year of the
child's life has been suggested. An alternative suggestion is for the establishment
of special hostels where the women can live with their children and where the
children can be cared for while the mother takes employment and maintains her
child, either wholly or in part. In a report to the National Health Council, Miss A.
Constance Duncan, of the Commonwealth Department of Health, stated that about
1,500 of these children were born last year in Queensland alone. Authorities
agreed that the mother should assume responsibility for her baby.”
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1944 Article titled, “Fatherless Children”
1" “About 1500 children of unmarried mothers were born in QLD last year. This is

cviii

December an alarming figure, revealing the extent of moral decline under war
' conditions...The Federal Government now has a report suggesting provision for
Yy W these cases in two ways: a maintenance allowance for the mother in the first year
G2 | of the child’s life, or hostels in which the child and mother could live while she

A was established in employment...Financial provisions alone will not solve the
problem. The Government must work in closely with bodies which seek to
combine material benefits with opportunities for moral and spiritual re-

establishment.”
1944 Article titled, Nation has duty to Unmarried Mothers—
11" December ARCHBISHOP DUHIG”

“Existing facilities to care for unmarried mothers and their babies were
excellent but hopelessly inadequate, said the Brisbane City Mission
superintendent (the Rev. C. S. Trudglan) yesterday. He was questioned on
a report by Miss Constance Duncan, of the Commonwealth Department of
Health, that about 1500 children of unmarried mothers were born in
Queensland in the last year. Mr. Trudgian said Miss Duncan's suggestions
for the payment of a maintenance allowance to these mothers and the
provision of hostels, where they could live with their children, were
excellent. The unmarried mother today was in most cases unable to obtain
employment and was an outcast. Most of the 1500 unmarried mothers
already mentioned had been working away from home or had lost their
mothers. The girls came from every class of society. 'l have great praise
for the married women of Brisbane,' Mr. Trudgian said. 'Scores of these
girls have been taken into good homes and looked after. With out the help
and sympathy of the married women at least 80 unmarried mothers I
know of in the last year, would have been in a frightful position. 'T still
have a waiting list of these girl? There should be a hostel; where they can
be accommodated, at least, for the time being.” Deserted By Men Mr.
Trudgian said practically all the unmarried mothers insisted that the man
in the case had forced them to comply with his wishes, against their will.
In most instances also the man, if he could be brought to book, callously
deserted the mother and child and refused to have anything to do with
them. In few cases was it possible to force the man to face his
responsibilities. In two-thirds of the cases, which had come under his
notice, the fathers were servicemen. The number of Allied servicemen
was much smaller than the number of Australian servicemen. 'l am in
favour of finding another name for an illegitimate child,' said Mr.
Trudgian. 'It is the father, who should be labelled 'illegitimate'. Matron
Taylor, of St. Mary's Church of (England Home at Toowong, said
unmarried mothers remained there four months after the birth. The ages
were usually 17 to 19 and most of the girls had simply behaved foolishly.
Nearly all of the babies were adopted and there was a waiting list of
people, who could not be supplied. The majority of requests were for girl
babies. 'Nearly all the girls marry later on and sometimes come back to be
married in the chapel at the home,' said Matron Taylor. 'There is much to
be said for Miss Duncan's suggestions,' said the president-general of the
Methodist Church in Australasia (the Rev. H. M. Wheller). 'The interests
of both mother and child will be best served by keeping them together. At
the same time every effort should be made to associate the father in
carrying the responsibility for maintenance and training of the child.’
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Article titled, Letters to the Editor

“In my opinion it is high time this horrible word illegitimate, as applied to children
was expunged from our dictionary. Why should the "unfortunate offspring be
branded for the rest of their lives with something for which they were not
responsible? Denmark, for many years, has not allowed any difference to be made
between married and unmarried mothers, and Russia now has followed suit. If
preferred the unmarried mothers can use the prefix "Mrs" and enjoy the same
privileges as the married women. And why not? Both have suffered equally in
giving another child to the nation. To put these mothers into hostels, as Miss
Duncan suggests, will only lower their status more and the children would be
branded worse than they are today. Raise the whole tone of motherhood, whether,
married or unmarried, and give the little ones a better and happier chance in life.”

1944

fﬁgfa

o A
GOVERNMENT OF
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1945
16" February

1 945CXiii
April

1 94SCXIV

Article reports: Shortage of babies in WA: adoptive parents waiting

Article titled, “Extraordinary US Black
Market in Babies” i
“Field reports reaching the Children's Bureau of
the Department of Labor reveal that women
"brokers," who frequent clinics and hospitals
and befriend pregnant unmarried girls, are
behind many or the sales...Black market
trading in babies in one western State flourishes
to such a degree that brokers are delivering
newly-born babies to foster-parents direct from hospital.”

“It is a real shame that the fine work done by this home is not better known -no
money spent by the Government is better spent than its annual donation here,"
Captain W. F. Dunn, M.L.A, said yesterday at the 30th annual meeting of the
Infants' Home at Ashfield, of which he was chairman. During the past year the
home had cared for 165 children, the president of
the governing body, Lady Maccallum, said. Of
this... The number of unmarried mothers with
their babies admitted was greater than that in
previous years...During the year the home made
accommodation available to 150 convalescent .
mothers with babies from the Women's Hospital Crown Street.”

Article titled, “United Nations Organization may care for illegitimates”
“The maintenance of the children of unmarried mothers — a problem that has
become international — is to be tackled by the social council of the United Nations

\Q“_ ) VV Organization...An official of the Unmarried Mothers Association said, We are not
N v 4 concerned about the welfare of the mothers, but their children. These illegitimate
children — and there are thousands in Europe — are entitled to a secure future.”
Article reads: “The aim is an international agreement under which a mother could
claim payment on an affiliation order even though the father had left the country.”
1945 Article titled, “Scheme For Retrenching in Federal Public Service”
13™ August "Six categories have been listed in the order of priority of retrenchment adopted

by the Commonwealth Public Service Bd. for the dismissal of temporary
employees, who must make way for returned soldiers now the war is over.
Women will be the first to go, followed by men over the compulsory retiring age
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of 65, then unmarried men, married men without family, married men with family,
and lastly ex-members of the forces and persons judged to be entitled to
preference under the Re-Establishment Act in accordance with length, locality,
and nature of their service. In retrenching women employees,
We Can Do ! the order of dismissal will be: Married women, women over
i compulsory retiring age, unmarried women and widows,
' persons qualified for permanent appointment, relatives of
deceased soldiers. The women relatives of deceased soldiers
will be dismissed in the following order: Unmarried sister,
widowed mother, unmarried daughter, and widow. Within
each group the principle of "last on first off" will
apply...According to recent estimates the total number of
permanent and temporary public servants is about 100,000, compared with a
prewar total of 47,000.”

1945 Article titled, “1695 Born Here Out Of Wedlock”
11"™ October “Number of illegitimate births in Queensland has doubled during the war. Figure
' for the year ended June 30 is the highest yet. The report of the State Children’s
Yy W Department for the year shows 1695 illegitimate births. For the year ended June
Lm.:a!a:ngw_ 30, 1939 the number was 857. Reference to past reports of the department shows
£ a gradual increase in illegitimacy during the war. Figures for years ended June 30
since 1939, with numbers of illegitimate births in parentheses, are:— 1940 (933),
1941 (839), 1942 (978). 1943 (918) and 1944 (1493). Of the 1695 in the latest
report, 351 were born to married women and 363 to de facto wives. Notices of the
deaths of 63 illegitimate children under six years of age were received during the
year. Of the 821 adoptions approved last year, 668 were of illegitimate children.”
1945 Article titled, “Rise in Birthrate”
17" “Reports from Queensland that the number of illegitimate births last year reached
October an all-time record drew attention to Australian statistical records recently issued
: showing that the stork is still doing big business throughout the Commonwealth
\ .4 and denying previous mathematical evidence adduced here and in Britain that the
‘;‘ war would result in one good Australian woman in every five remaining a

spinster.”

Decline in the adoption of toddlers
- Long lists of those wanting to adopt baby girl
- Demand exceeds supply
- Few babies available for adoption

1946
17" July

Article titled, “Somebody wants them” reports:
“Total of adoptions for 1936, the year when he
Adoption Act came into force in this State, was
220. Last year the number was 852. War years
brought changing conditions, and an increase in the
numbers of illegitimate children. There has,
however, been an ever growing lust of people
anxious to adopt children, and the demand still
exceeds the supply.”

1946
26™ July

Article titled, “Mothercraft Needs...work of Alexandra Home”

“The report of the honorary secretary (Mrs. J. S. Airey) showed that during the
year 66 girls and 50 babies were admitted to the home. Of those discharged 15
girls took their babies home with them, nine obtained positions where they were
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able to keep their babies, while 20 returned to their homes and six took positions
without their babies. Seven were married. Of the babies, eight were fostered in the
home, 15 were adopted and five committed to the care of the State.”
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1946 Article titled, “Demand exceeds the supply” reports that:
Prospective adoptive parents come from the middle-income group, though there is
S a range of income amongst the applicants from little below the basic range to the
"{\ very high-income group. Article relates: “As more than half the children adopted
d are under a year old they are less likely to have any 'unwanted' associations.
Unmarried mothers do not often give up their children willingly, but of
necessity...They find comfort, however, when they learn that the child has a better
chance in life with adopted parents.”
1946 Article titled, “Berry Street Foundling Home”
16™ August “Total expenditure in connection with the home amounted to £ 13,337 last year,

toward which the Charities Board gave a grant of £3,000. Gifts to the building
appeal amounted to £2,369...The committee's main work has been to place babies
for adoption in suitable homes. Altogether 22 children were adopted from the
home last year, and six of these were the second adoptions. Twins went into one
home.”

1 946CXX111
3" September
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Article titled, “Mothercraft Centre: Public Support Sought”

“The Alexandra Home for Women was established in 1890 to provide a home for
unmarried mothers and their babies. The committee has always encouraged the
girls to keep their babies, and it is planned eventually to establish a babies' home
where the infants could be cared for until the parent or parents could provide a
home. The present committee feels that the time has come to put this idea into

L. .\ | operation, and plans are being prepared for nursery accommodation for up to 40
GOVERNMENT OF babies and for eight mothercraft trainees who will, after a period of training,
WESTERN AUSTRAUA | qualify' as mothercraft nurses.”
19465 Article titled, “Child Crimes on decrease in Queensland”
24™ October | “Last night Mr Smith appealed for homes 7 -
D Fa g for about 40 children who needed : 3
: " g | fostercare. He said th